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“The power of imagination makes myths hide reality” 

Do you know who Margaretha Geertruida Zelle was? This is Mata Hari’s first name, the legendary 

Dutchwoman who was executed in 1917 in France, for her spying activities for Germany. Many people 

say they saw her, that she is still there, young, in many different countries, a legend of immortality. Some 

of these stories are real, others are fiction but, in this case, the reader can enjoy the only authentic fact 

about her personality. Mata Hari was “a free woman just like the wind, and with no nest”. Men used to 

describe her as a frivolous, calculating and plotter beauty. However, generation after generation, people 

started imagining on her. So, will this story be true or not? Well, surprise yourself while discovering it 

and maybe, from now on, the life of this dancer and adventurer from Leeuwarden could be interpreted 

in new ways.  

Beatriz Celina Gutiérrez Gómez was born in La Habana, Cuba, in 1951. She is a Spanish citizen, a 

writer and a composer. She graduated in Economics. This is not her first publication: she has written 

stories, poems and several books dealing with the theme of Spanish migrations.  
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